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Farewell addresses the idea of traumatic loss. When dealing with loss, one can experience various and sometimes radically shifting
emotional states. Quite simply, four emotional states are represented here through four different musical behaviors. At the beginning
of the work these behaviors shift or blend very coarsely at first, as people sometimes experience shifting moods and emotions when
grieving a loss. Through the four cyclical movements that structure the work, the musical behaviors intercut and combine at greater
and more extreme degrees, to the point where elements of all four behaviors are compressed together to create “hybrid” behavioral
states. I offer a metaphorical example: one could be laughing, then laughing nervously, then break into uncontrollable tears; one may
wish to “talk about it,” yet not be able to find the words to describe the way he or she feels.

Farewell was composed for and is dedicated to Mark Menzies.



Performance Notes

This piece requires a sound engineer. The violin must be amplified and mixed so that it matches the levels of the Audio Playback part. This is optimally
achieved with one or two microphones suspended on boom stands above the performer's head. The viola should also be amplified in its resting position
(lying flat on a table stage right of the performer). The Audio Playback part should sound through two speakers house left and the right of the performer.
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On playing the viola:

For the first Refrains I, II, and III the viola is to remain lying on a table stage right of the performer. The table should be high enough so that
the performer can execute the bow strokes with out causing undue stress on the wrist or back. In Rafain IV, the performer plays the viola in
the normal position.

On the Audio Playback part:

The notations that appear in the Audio Playback staff reflect the most prominent musical features in the sound mix and are presented to assist the
performer in staying in sync.



Full Score Farewell (2000, revised 2008) Derel Keler
for violin, (doubling viola) and Audio Playback '
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Refrain III. J: 40, Gently, yet more confident, deliberate
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